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Abstract
The research aims to provide an inductive study on the role of reason and its use in debates and discussions related to
doctrinal and theological issues among Islamic sects. This is approached through a descriptive methodology regarding
how reason is employed in understanding issues related to attributes, the creation of the Quran, and moral judgments.
The study addresses the differing opinions between the two sects (the Mu'tazila and the Ash'ari) and their methodologies
regarding the role of reason in understanding and interpreting the Quranic text. The study concludes with the oscillation

of reason’s role between being a central tool in the Mu'tazila methodology and being a complement to transmission in the
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Ash'ari methodology. The Mu'tazila prioritize reason over transmission, viewing it as the fundamental reference for
understanding Islamic beliefs and interpreting Quranic texts. They argue that when reason conflicts with religious texts,
reason should take precedence (they position reason as a judge over religious texts). Conversely, the Ash'ari adopt a
middle ground between reason and transmission (a conciliatory approach), asserting that complete reliance on reason is

not feasible. Thus, they regard reason as an interpreter rather than a judge over religious texts.

Keywords: Anthropomorphism and embodiment, Glorification, Good and evil, News attributes.
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