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Abstract

This study aimed to reveal the degree to which academically outstanding students
at the Normal High School possess the big five personality traits (extraversion,
neuroticism, conscientiousness, agreeableness, and openness to experience), and
to identify the significance of the differences in personality traits among
academically excellent studentsand their ordinary peers. The researchers used a
sample of 117 male and female students, including 62 high achievers. John,
Donahue & Kentle’s (1991) list of the Big Five factors was applied. The most
important findings of the study were that openness to experience was the most
prevalent trait, followed by conscientiousness, agreeableness, neuroticism, and
finally extraversion. The study also found that there were no statistically
significant differences in the major personality traits between academically
outstanding students and their ordinary peers.The results of the study were also
discussed in light of their relationship to its theoretical framework and previous
relevant studies and within the limits of the study sample and the tools used.

Keywords: Excellence , Personality Traits, Big Five Factors of Personality Model
,Giftedness, Characteristics of outstanding students.
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