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Scientific Life in Fezzan during the 18th and 19th Centuries: ""The Scholar
and Judge Muhammad bin al-Faqih al-Buraki as a Model within the Limits
(1198 - 1262 AH / 1783 - 1846 AD)"

A. Muhammad Hussein al-Turki
Libyan Center for Archives and Historical Studies

Abstract:

Scientific activity in Barak al-Shati was linked to some families whose members came from
the Mashreq and Maghreb Arab regions and some Islamic world countries, resulting from
major political, social, and economic events that occurred in those regions during the 5th, 6th,
and 17th centuries AD. When these families arrived in Fezzan, they found a political, social,
and agricultural economic climate that enabled them to settle and continue their scientific
activities, which earned them a prestigious position among the sultans of Oulad Amhamed al-
Fassi, who ruled Fezzan during the first decades of the 16th century AD.

This research aims to shed light on the scientific movement in the Fezzan region, identify its
features, and trace its development by addressing a prominent scientific personality
considered the most famous scholar and jurist who enriched the scientific and cultural life in
the region. The importance of the research lies in highlighting the scientific, cultural, and
intellectual role played by Fezzan scholars and jurists during the period from the 12th to 13th
AH / 13th to 19th AD centuries. Perhaps the most important findings of the research are.

Keywords: Fezzan, Scientific Life, Scholar Muhammad, Barak al-Shati.
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