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The Minting and Circulation of Coins in Cyrene during the Classical
Period from the Last Quarter of the 6th Century BC to the 1st Century BC

Prof. Dr. Khaled Nawaf Kewan?, Zainab Mohamed Al taleb?
tUniversity of Damascus,Professor of Ancient Numismatics
?Libyan Academy, Doctoral Student

khaledkiwn.unividamascus@agmail.com

Abstract:

Cyrene held an important position since its founding in 631 BC. This position allowed it to
produce dated gold, silver, and bronze coins from the last quarter of the 6th century BC to the
1st century BC (the Roman Republican period). The production of its coinage was
characterized by bearing images, symbols, and inscriptions that refer to the political
conditions and mention its economic status. Additionally, its coins circulated widely within
Libya or externally in Crete and Carthage. This research aims to shed light on the minting of
currency during an important historical period in Cyrene's history, and to identify the types
and values of the coins that were used and circulated during that time. The discovery of coin
hoards through archaeological excavations has contributed to explaining the monetary
circulation and clarifying aspects of Cyrene's political and economic conditions in this early
historical period. The importance of this research lies in highlighting an important aspect of
the economic history of the Cyrenaica region, and allowing us to learn about the purchasing
power of the population through the study of the value of that currency. The most important
result of the research is that it has proven that the currency minted and circulated in Cyrene
was also circulating in other regions, which is evidence of the strength and high value of the
Cyrenaic currency.

Keywords: Cyrene, Coins, Octavian, Arcesilas Il, Crete.
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