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The Libyan Tribe and Authority in the Nineteenth Century: From
Rebellion to Containment(A Study of Historical Documents)

Prof. Fathi Rajab Qadara
Faculty of Arts, Zawiya, University of Zawiya

Abstract

The Libyan tribe remained the core of social and economic life in Libya throughout history,
and its political role developed proportionally with the status, power, and legitimacy of the
ruling authority, especially during the Ottoman era (1551-1911), when Libya witnessed
various forms of turbulent and conciliatory relations between the Ottoman authorities in their
different designations and the Libyan tribe. This relationship was always in a state of ebb and
flow, depending on the relationship between the authority and the tribe. This documentary
study aims to monitor the status and role of the tribe in the course of the Libyan historical
event, based on the fact that the subject of the Libyan tribe and its relationship with the
authority is a virgin subject for research and source and documentary studies available about
it, especially in the nineteenth century, which witnessed radical transformations in the life of
the Libyan authority and society, and the tribe had a clear and influential presence in shaping
its events. This led to a gradual transformation from a force opposed to the authority to a tool
or mechanism relied upon by the authority in managing the affairs of the Libyan regions and
areas, which in our estimation is due to the direct effects of the application of Ottoman
administrative reforms in the Tripolitania province.

Keywords: Libyan Tribe - Authority - Ottoman Organizations - Containment Policy - Tribal
Chief.
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