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Abstract

This research examines one of the Sufi religious movements, the Sanusiyya, which was an
effective religious reform movement that called for the purity of Islam, the revival of
righteous deeds, simplicity in life, self-reliance, and the avoidance of impurities, stagnation,
and vulgarity. The research explores its origins, the roots of its beginnings, its development,
and its rise to power and politics, by tracing this movement, its founder, its establishment,
development, organization, sheikhs, and conditions, based on the historical documents that
documented this movement. This study aims to reveal the internal factors that played an
effective role in the roots of the establishment of the Sanusiyya movement and the mechanism
of establishing the Sanusiyya zawiyas (lodges) and their role in spreading the order, its
teachings, and its actions within the society. The importance of the study lies in revealing an
important era of modern Libyan Arab history, through which the foundations and pillars on
which the Sanusiyya order was based, its rise and spread, its relations with the affairs of the
state and religion, and its impact on the Libyan local community can be discovered. One of
the most important findings of the study is that the Sanusiyya movement was not only a
religious movement, but also a social and political movement that had an impact on the
organization of the Libyan local community during the first half of the twentieth century, and
in addition to its effective role in the spread of Islam through the establishment of the
Sanusiyya zawiyas, it had a positive role in the spiritual organization of the community.

Keywords: Sanusiyya Movement - Historical Roots - Its Organizations - The Ottoman State.
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