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The Association for the Defense of Tripoli-Cyrenaica in Tunisia
and its Role in Resisting the Italian Occupation of Libya 1932-
1939 (A Documentary Study)

Prof. Dr. Arwai Mohammed Ali Qanawi?, A. Jumaa Rabie?
'History Department/Faculty of Arts/University of Benghazi.
History Department/College of Humanities and Social
Sciences Yahya Fares University.

Abstract

When Tripoli and Cyrenaica were subjected to Italian aggression, many Libyans migrated
to neighboring Arab and African countries to save their lives, preserve their religion, and
prepare to work for the liberation of their country. They formed political organizations in
exile to defend their homeland and confront Fascist plans. Among these political
organizations was the Association for the Defense of Tripoli-Cyrenaica in Tunisia, which was
established as one of the branches of the Tripoli-Cyrenaican Defense Association in
Damascus in 1932. This association played an important role in defending the Libyan national
cause between 1932-19309.

The aim of this research is to highlight the role of this association in defending Libyan
national constants and exposing Italian colonial plans to obliterate national identity features,
which it faced with firmness despite the many difficulties that obstructed its path. The
importance of this research lies in addressing one of the most important Libyan political
organizations in exile (Tunisia) that confronted Italian settler colonialism in Libya and
thwarted its plans. Among the most important findings of the research: The Association for
the Defense of Tripoli-Cyrenaica in Tunisia defended Libyan national rights and constants,
maintained the continuity of national spirit among Libyan immigrants in Tunisia, and
connected them with their Libyan brothers in exile. The association also did not succumb to
Italian and French inducements to stop defending the Libyan national cause.

Keywords: Defense Association, Tripoli,Cyrenaica,National Identity,Italian Colonialism,
French Authorities.
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