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Border crossing issues through Libyan-French diplomatic correspondence
The file of the arrest of Libyan nationals in 1959 in Algeria through the
archives of Aix-en-Provence

Mohamed Ben Saou
Department of History and Archaeology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
University of Mohamed Lamine Debaghine
Setif 2, Algeria

Abstract
The research paper presents an archival file from the Overseas Archives in Aix-en-Provence,

France, documenting Libyan diplomacy during a critical period coinciding with the expansion of
the Algerian liberation revolution into the desert. The activities of the National Liberation Front
in the Libyan-Algerian border area raised numerous border issues, despite the provisions of the
Libyan-French Friendship Agreement. The documents detail Libya's diplomatic efforts to
safeguard its citizens abroad and highlight the confusion within French colonial structures
caused by the successes of the Algerian revolution (1954-1962).

Keywords: Diplomacy, subjects, borders, colonialism, archives.
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