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Abstract

The modern history of the Arab World region is closely tied to the Ottoman Empire, due to its
historical dominance. Specifically, in Tarabulus-Garb (modern Libya), Ottoman rule lasted
approximately 360 years (1551-1912). During the final century of its rule over this Eyalet
(Province), the Senussia movement emerged, with Cyrenaica as its centre.

Ottoman Archival documents (available in the Ottoman Archives (BOA) in Turkey (T.C.
Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanlig1) contain valuable information on Senussia order, its founder, and
other Sheikhs, particularly, in late 19th century.

| studied over 50 historical documents, including correspondences and reports, largely
unstudied in previous published work. This research sought to improve our understanding of
how the Ottomans perceived the Senussia movement. Additionally, the study seeks to explore
the relationship between Sheikh Senussi (Al- Mahdi) and the Ottoman government.

The study revealed that, in the 19th century, the Ottomans regarded the Senussia movement as
a Sufi Tariga with a positive influence on the populace. They also saw the movement as a
means to curb local rebellious tendencies, and to establish stability in areas under its religious
sway from Jaghbub (Senussia Headquarters). Additionally, the Senussia movement refused to
be exploited by European powers, and this stance was utilised in Ottoman policies to counter
colonial influence in Africa. As for Al-Mahdi Senussi’s departure from Jaghbub at the end of
the 19th century, the documents provide new insights, prompting a reassessment of the
reasons behind this significant event.

Keywords: The Senussia Movement - Ottoman Documents - Ottoman Empire - Mahdi
Senussi - Jaghbub.
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