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A documentary study of foreign interests in Libya before
independence. News reports
(Soviet - British - French) as a model (1941-1951 AD)

Dr. Fathi Attia Al-Akkari,
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Asmarya Islamic University

Abstract:

The research presents a phase from contemporary Libyan history, characterized by
conflicting international views on the Libyan issue due to differing economic interests and the
desire to explore new geopolitical areas amidst British-Soviet tensions in the Mediterranean
basin. Britain emerged as the primary supporter and most influential player in this matter,
based on the early alliances it forged with Barga. However, the initial phase of the study
witnessed a contradiction in its interests with the Soviet Union, which threatened its
advantages. Nonetheless, the alliance solidified with the United States during Harry Truman's
presidency helped to distance the Soviet Union from the issue. On the other hand, France did
not play a significant role in international conferences regarding the Libyan issue during that
period, as it was considered a second-tier colonial power, even though its colonial legacy in
Fezzan remained intact until it regained its global stature. Meanwhile, Italy, after signing the
peace treaty with the Allied powers, resumed its colonial ambitions in Tripoli and engaged in
political and diplomatic activities to facilitate its return to the city.

Keywords: Libyan issue - colonial interests.
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