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The Annual Report of Libyan University for 1955-1956
(Documentary Study)

Dr.Hasan Karayam
Department of History & Archology
Faculty of Arts/ Sirte University/ Libya

Karayam2013@gmail.com

Abstract

This is a documentary study that aims to show, and present an important historical
document. It is the first annual report of Libyan university 1955-1956 that published for the
first time ever in this coming conference. The report is consisted of thirteen pages included
twelve appendices. The report was written on 25 August 1956 by W. Wendel Cleland, the
first Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Education, Libyan university in both languages Arabic
and English. He sent a copy of the report to State Department on 12 September 1956 through
the U. S Consulate in Benghazi. Cleland was appointed by the state department within the
framework of American assistance to the Infant Libyan university. As well the report was
sent to the Rector of the university, Mahmoud al Bishty who seemed was in Tripoli at that
time. The report is vital document for the Libyan university as first academic report, included
construction details of the school and whole activities in that year. On the other hand,
somehow it reflects policy of its authors toward Libya in particular and Middle East in
general.

Keywords: Libyan University, Annual Report, Wendell Cleland, US Consulate
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