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The Rawabi Quranic Center in Zliten
Historical Documents and Oral Narratives

¢*) Dr. Ibrahim Hussein Abdullah.
) Muhammad Attia bin Rabi’a,

Abstract:

Most of those who recorded the cultural life in the city of Zliten during the different historical
eras focused on the well-known Quranic Teaching Centers and the well. Most historians
neglected many other athenaeums scattered on the outskirts of the city, which were isolated
from the teaching of foreign students. So, the information available about them remained few
and do not match the cultural role they played. However, we seek an excuse for them because
many historical documents dealing with these athenaeums' history and cultural heritage are
still kept by individuals. The lack of awareness of their value and keeping them with
their ownership documents, which give them a kind of Holiness, make the use of them
unattainable. Therefore, we still do not know much about these athenaeums, and their
scholars and students. Accordingly, this study attempts to reveal many issues related to these
athenaeums, and the atheneum of Ben Rabae'a is taken as a case study. The present study
aims to historically overview its location, its name, the date of its establishment, its distinctive
architectural character, its remaining monuments, its sheikhs, students, and material
capabilities after it flourished thanks to the many endowments that were endowed by the able-
bodied people of the region, as well as its absorptive and evaluative capacity, according to
what the sources made available of historical material, especially private documents and oral
narrations, which filled a large gap in this research. The descriptive, narrative, analytical
method was used to reach those historical facts, perhaps the most important of which are: the
role that it played in spreading knowledge and consolidating it among the students of the
region in the past periods that were dominated by backwardness and ignorance, preserving the
Arabic language, educating the people and awakening to matters of religion, and its fame
spread that time.

Keywords: Ben Rabeas, Quranic Teaching Centers, Zliten, Historical documents

® Faculty of Arts, Al Asmariya Islamic University AlU
) Faculty of Arts, Al Asmariya Islamic University AlU.
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