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The Debate of the Relationship Between Sufi Saints and Ruling
Authorities in Tripoli Region
Sheikh Abd Al-Salam al-Asmar (880-981 AH / 1475-1573 AD)
as a Model
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Faculty of Arts, Bani Walid University — Libya

Ali Muhammad Samio
Faculty of Arts, Misurata University — Libya

Abstract:

The region of Tripoli has succeeded, from an early period, in attracting many Sufi
experiences, which brightened on its immediate and, sometimes, distant surroundings, and
made it a privileged position, a stage and a seat for a rich spiritual life that centered around
athenaeums and mosques. A large number of those Sufis were distinguished by a scientific
level that combined jurisprudence and Sufism, or science and mysticism, and they had their
role in spreading religious culture in their era. However, most of the Sufis maintained an
ascetic tradition that maintained a model of loyalty, the most important of its components are:
Fasting, praying, piety, asceticism, isolation, idleness, abstinence and minimizing food and
clothing, and refraining from assuming the judiciary, and from dealing with the ruler.
However, the ruling authorities often took an aggressive attitude towards those Sufi groups.
This made those groups think that complete isolation was something produced by the past
with its circumstances, and they could no longer adopt it due to the exacerbation of adversities
in their time, and the oppression of the people of power and prestige who were driven behind
their lusts, and their destructive desires to prolong their survival. So, they fought the saints of
God from Sufism.

Perhaps the ordeals that Sheikh Abd al-Salam al-Asmar (880-981 AH / 1475-1573 AD) went
through give a clear picture of the dialectical relationship between Sufi saints and the ruling
authorities during the ninth and tenth centuries AH / the fifth and sixteenth centuries AD.
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