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Samples of Ottoman Documents Issued by The Department of
Knowledge in Istanbul (Zliten Primary School as a Model)

Ghaith Abdullah Al-Arabi
College of Arts and Sciences, Musallatah, Al-Margab University — Libya

The Ottoman government made education compulsory in its affiliated provinces and opened
many schools to teach boys the basics of reading and writing in every village and city.
However, it did not bear any expenses of these schools, but rather made their expenses on
citizens who wish to educate their children and establish and open these schools. Accordingly,
the citizens of the Zliten district worked to open an elementary school that would be scientific
support for them and their children. The school were opened and began its work in 1902 AD.
Like any of the Ottoman primary schools, the study period was four years, preceded by the
reserved class (the division), which is considered similar to the nowadays "kindergarten”.

This situation continued until the constitutional coup was issued in 1908, during which many
Ottoman administrative reforms were carried out, derived from Western French education. As
a result, many regulations and laws were issued regulating the education process in the states
of the Ottoman Empire, including the state of Tripoli, the West, which issued many laws and
necessary administrative arrangements. Among these regulations, the table and statistics
issued by the Knowledge Administration in Istanbul, which is the focus of the present study,
in which much information and data related to primary schools that were established in the
western state of Tripoli in that period, including the Zliten District School, for which many
data and administrative information were issued.

Ottoman documents,Educational system ,Ottoman schools,Education department,

Tables and statistics.
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