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Description of Zliten through The Writings of Historians,
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Abstract :

This research paper aims to describe Zliten in the medieval era from the writings of
Moroccan historians, geographers, and travellers who passed by it back and forth to perform
the pilgrim "Hajj". The research paper was divided into three themes: The first theme deals
with the origin and development of the name, the inhabitants from ancient times until the end
of the Middle Ages, and the demographic changes that the region witnessed. Zliten was not an
exception. It was similar to the rest of the Libyan regions. It was affected and influenced by
its surroundings. It was not closed in on itself due to its geographical location, the nature of its
land open to the sea and surrounding areas, and the vast coastal plain that exceeds fifty
kilometres. The fertility of its lands, the availability of groundwater, the quality of its
pastures, and a reasonable rainfall rate attracted the incoming elements through the ages to
settle in Zliten. The second theme, however, deals with the economic situation, the nature of
the population's human activity, and the administrative dependence of Zliten in the Middle
Ages based on the description of Moroccan travellers. In the third theme, the researchers
attempted to summarize the cultural and social life of Sheikh Abd al-Salam al-Asmar, his
athenaeum for which Zliten was famous, and how was the reaction of his Shikhes and the
public through what Al-Baramouni wrote in "Rawdat Al-Azhar". The researcher briefly wrote
about the biographies of some of the personalities, places, and cities mentioned in the paper.
Then he concluded it with the most important findings and recommendations and a list of
references.
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