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The City of Zliten in The Writings of its Visitors During The
Nineteenth Century AD

Wafaa Belaid Al-Qayed
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Al-Margab University

Abstract:

The city of Zliten received great attention from many writers in the nineteenth century
AD due to the growing international interest in Libya in particular and Africa in general. The
interest was evident in the group of blogs and writings of those who visited western Libya in
separate periods of that century. The city of Zliten had a prominent place in those writings
according to the cultures and circumstances of their authorship and the goals for which their
writers came to Libya, whether they were Arabs or foreigners, visitors, explorers, travellers,
doctors, intelligence men, and so on. | chose this period of time (the nineteenth century AD)
because of its importance in the modern history of Libya and Zliten in particular. The first
three decades of the century witnessed the dominance of the Qaramanlites, as their state
reached the height of its prosperity, and the city of Zliten was as a pearl adorning the sky of
the central region in the west of the country. It then witnessed the great collapse of the
Qaramanli rule and the return of direct Ottoman rule to the Libyan country, where Zliten
entered a new stage at the level of administration, economy, culture etc. which was reflected
in the writings of its visitors when they granted it a lot of attention. The study seeks to
uncover the nature of these writings, their authors and owners, and to know the picture that
was painted for Zliten on the front pages of those writings. The study attempts to answer a set
of questions: What was the nature of the writings of Zliten visitors during the nineteenth
century AD? What is its historical and scientific importance? And what is the picture that was
drawn for Zliten in those writings and their importance when studying the city's modern
history.
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