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Economic Conditions in Sogolin (Zliten) During The Roman
Era(47 BC-429 AD)

Imran Ahmed Al-Sharif
Faculty of Archeology and Tourism, Al-Margab University— Libya

Abstract:

The present study investigates all aspects of the economic life in Sugolin (Zliten) during
the Roman era from the beginning of the Roman occupation of Tripolitania 47 BC till
the Vandal occupation in the429 AD. In addition, this study included the administrative
borders of the municipality of Sogolin in the Roman era. The problem statement aimed
to answer the following question: What is the strategic and economic importance of
Sogolin site, and what economic activities characterized Sogolin during the Roman era?
The hypothesis lies in the fact that the ruins of archaeological monuments: such as olive
refiners, palaces, water tanks, irrigation canals, and fenced farms, and the artistic
themes embodied in the Dar Bouk Amira mosaics simulate the reality of Sogolin's
prosperity, and economic and civilizational progress during the Roman era. The study
reached a number of results, the most important of which is that Sogolin occupies an
important strategic location on the Mediterranean, which enabled its inhabitants during
the Roman era to communicate and establish commercial relations with the islands of
the Mediterranean Sea. As a result, Sogolin was the first among the three economic
centres for local trade in Tripolitania Region. Sogolin is considered the main eastern
gate of the Leptis Magna as it controls all the trade routes that connect the Leptis
Magna with the eastern and southern parts of the region of Tripolitania. Moreover,
Sogolin had the best agricultural lands in terms of fertility in the ancient world. In the
Roman era, its inhabitants practised all Types of crafts, such as hunting, grazing,
agriculture, industry and trade, which were shown to us by archaeological monuments
and mosaic paintings.

Keywords: Tripolitanuia, Cinyps, Macae, Sugolin,LeptisMagns
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