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Kinbis Valley: Its Economic Importance in Light of the Greek and
Roman Sources

Prof. Dr. Tawfiq Masoud

Faculty of Arts, Gharyan University
Abstract:
This study aims to show the importance of the Kinbis Valley and the extent of the fertility of
its lands, which characterized the city of Zliten since ancient times, and derived its fame from
the Kinbis Valley (Kaam Valley). Many dams were erected on this valley to conserve water,
the most famous of which was the dam known by its name (Wadi Kaam Dam). The
monuments of the region also indicated the presence of Roman dams on both sides of the
valley, indicating that the Romans exploited that region to grow wheat, which represented
their main food. The Romans and their army needed large quantities of wheat, along with
other various agricultural crops.
The historical approach was adopted to collect the largest amount of information that benefits
the research from primary sources. The study reached several results, the most important of
which is the extent of land fertility and the abundance of agricultural products, as Herodotus
refers to the Kinps Valley by saying, "It seems to me that Libya is not important because of
fertility until it is compared to Asia.” or Europe, with the exception of the land of Kinips,
which is named after the river, for it is like the best land for grain production. Herodotus
elaborates that the crops in the Kaam Valley equals three hundred times that of the
Babylonian lands. Definitely, it indicates the abundance of agricultural production that made
it a place of attraction for the Greek and Roman colonizers. The importance of those fertile
lands made them a place of attraction for the settlement of ancient Man and a place of
competition to control those lands.
Keywords: Kinps Valley, Zliten, Economy, Greek era, Roman era.

548



